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eleven months to five years two months in the
College Nursery School showed that
children who manipulate buttons easily also score high on the
Merrill-Palmer Performance Tests, and the Goodenough Drawing
Test and the Nest of Cubes.
The four children under two and a half years seemed to have
little skill, and consequently little interest, in buttoning the
jackets. "Children three years and over were interested and
eager to button/' This experiment suggests to parents that,
at about two to three years, they may expect their children
to begin to button some of their own clothing part of the
time. Unbuttoning is easier than buttoning and buttons in
front are easier to manage than buttons on the side. Buttons
in the back were too difficult for almost all young children.
Outdoor clothing — leggings, winter coats, and the like —
are more difficult for children to put on than underwear
and dresses.
The teaching of skills frequently has far-reaching effects
even in the first two years. Having acquired skills along
one line may change the child's attitude toward other things.
One three-year-old became restless and a little defiant — a
noticeable change from his'former co-operative self. The
family paid little attention directly to his changed behavior,
but reduced all possible demands and taught him some little
tricks that helped him to dress himself more quickly. Just
getting sufficient control over the technics of dressing so that
he could care for himself seemed to be an important factor
in overcoming his lapse into irritability. He had been
almost to the point of being able to dress himself but needed
help at many places. With a little patient training he
learned to spread his clothes out in order and to complete
whole stages in the process for himself. He still asks for help
but it is he who is now in command of the situation instead
of the adult. He is proud of the shift in responsibility and
says, "I am a big boy. I am almost a grown-up child. See,
I can dress myself." He shows a satisfaction that extends
the dressing time and process. Even during the first

